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We are Together on the Journey, Sharing God’s love and committed to providing a Christ-centered, relationship- 
building, intergenerational community!  One of the ways we ensure this happens is Contributing God’s Blessings to 
others.  As I reflect back on 2018, I see you are nothing short of amazing at contributing your time, talent and 
resources both locally and globally, in addition to contributing support and care to others!  Therefore, I give thanks to 
you for: 

• Contributing God’s blessings to Neighbors Inc in the form of 1200 pounds of food, 109 hygiene products and 
$13,656, in addition to giving 100 hours of your time serving breakfast to kids this summer, packing food and Walking 
to End Hunger on Thanksgiving morning.   
• Contributing God’s blessings to Feed My Starving Children in the form of $150 to send 681 nutritious MannaPack 
meals to the neediest of God’s children across the globe.  Plus 65 youth and adults packed enough boxes of food to 
feed 137 kids for a year! 
• Contributing God’s blessings to Meals on Wheels in the form of $500 plus countless volunteer hours bringing meals 
and caring for recipients. 
• Contributing God’s blessings to our children in Inver Grove through our local churches who collect school supplies 
for backpacks.  You donated 700 boxes of crayons for the backpacks in addition to $268! 
• Contributing God’s blessings to Friends at the Huruma Centre in Tanzania, our ministry partners.  Your financial 
support of $1200 helps 5 youth go to secondary school and learn a trade, but on top of this we gave $1300 additional 
dollars for food, clothing and teaching supplies.  Later this year, we will have a blessing of the quilts you made at our 
God’s Work Our Hands event. 
• Contributing God’s blessings to Lutheran Social Services’, Life Haven Transitional Home – housing and support for 
teen mothers and their children by sending 20 baskets filled with items every new mother needs for her baby. 
• Contributing God’s blessings at Flathead Reservation in Montana through the work of 28 youth and adults you 
supported on the annual summer mission trip. 
• Contributing God’s blessings to Elpis Enterprises and helping to end youth homelessness by giving a donation to 
make a birdhouse which allowed us to give $800 to this organization that provides job training, work experience and 
job placement for homeless or precariously-housed young people ages 16-23.   
• Contributing God’s blessings at Christmas by filling close to 250 shoeboxes of goodies, toys and hygiene products for 
a child overseas through Operation Christmas Child. 
• Contributing God’s blessings through a brand-new pair of men’s socks that will keep the clients at the Union Gospel 
Mission in Saint Paul warm these winter days.  You offered 4 very, very large boxes full of socks!   
• Contributing God’s blessings by sending a card to someone who needs cheer, praying for those on our prayer list 
and contributing to Growing Through Loss, a grief support group in the south metro.   
• Contributing God’s blessings to the larger church through the Saint Paul Area Synod.  The $20,000 we gave from 
our benevolence budget helps do things we could not do on our own, but the ELCA as a whole can.  For example, the 
Saint Paul Area Synod helped us find Pastor Tommy, it provides workshops and pastoral support.  The Synod aides 
mission starts, young adult initiatives, students at seminary, Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran disaster fund and more. 

There are many more ways you have quietly Contributed God’s Blessings to others that are not listed but none the 
less you did it to Share God’s Love to someone in need while Together on the Journey.  I applaud you for 
understanding Jesus’ definition of neighbor in his parable of the Good Samaritan to mean “anybody who needs you!”   
 
It is a privilege to be on the Journey with you and all those you see who need help!! 
Pastor Leesa  

http://goodshepherdigh.com/


Baptisms

News for the Journey

The church building is open during the following times: 
Monday - Friday from 8:00am to 4:00pm (office hours) and 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday evenings from 4:00pm to 
9:00pm.  If you or a community guest needs to reserve room space or 
needs access to the building at other times, please contact the church 
office during office hours to make arrangements.   

Church Building  & Office Hours

Staff Emails
Pastor Leesa 
Pastor Tommy 
Pastor Jerry 
Andrea Swainey 
Karen Davis 
Bobbie Radi 
Lisa Langton

pastorleesa@goodshepherdigh.com 
pastortommy@goodshepherdigh.com 
pastorjerry@goodshepherdigh.com 
admin@goodshepherdigh.com 
children@goodshepherdigh.com 
children@goodshepherdigh.com 
music@goodshepherdigh.com

MISSION 
Whether one's feet are big or small, 
fresh or worn, running or crawling, 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is 

Together on the Journey, 
Sharing God's Love 

 
VISION 

Good Shepherd is committed to 
providing a Christ-centered, 

relationship-building, 
intergenerational community. 

 
VALUES 

Creating grace-filled, 
actionable worship 

Nurturing life-long learning 
Contributing God's blessings to others 

 

Levi Blake Piepkorn 
Child of 

Alyson & Michael Piepkorn 
 

Milasky Lemon Ward 
Child of 

Sharon Ward 
 
 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, January 27 @ 11:30am

Please join us for our annual business meeting of the church where 
you will receive highlights of 2018 and visions for 2019.  Annual reports 

are available at the Welcome Center.

One of the quickest and easiest ways to support the ministry of Good 
Shepherd is through Online Giving.  Arrange for one-time or recurring 
gifts using your credit card, debit card or checking account with Good 
Shepherd’s SecureGive program.  Recurring gifts help Good Shepherd 
to budget and plan accordingly.  More information is available at the 
Welcome Center.  Visit Good Shepherd's website and click on Giving 
from the menu bar to get started!  Or stop by the church office for 
assistance. 



Grace-Filled, Actionable Worship

Jubilee Worship 
"Children's Leadership"

Sunday, February 3 @ 9:15 
There will not be children’s education 

classes on this day so families can 
worship all-together. Currently, the 

kids are busy learning about the “Love 
of Jesus, Dr. Martin Luther and the 
Lutheran church” in order to help 

them lead parts of the service for this 
Jubilee. Grade K thru Grade 5 will be 

singing, Grade 1 will be ushering, 
Grade 2 will be leading the Lord’s 

Prayer, Grade 3 will provide artwork 
for the bulletin plus lead the Prayer of 

the Day, Grade 4 will lead the 
Apostles’ Creed and Grade 5 will be 

leading the Children’s Message!  

Summer Sunday
Sunday, February 24 @ 9:15 

Children along with parents and 
grandparents are invited to attend 

this session to learn about 2019 
Summer offerings for our children. 

This will include VBS for Pre-K and up 
plus overnight Bible Camp at WAPO 

for children who have completed 
grade 1 and up. Festivities include 
camp & VBS songs, games and a 

special summer snack. Online 
registration will be starting soon for 

VBS from June 10-14 and WAPO 
overnight Bible camp from June 14- 

16 & 16-21. 

Prayer, Care & Support Corner
Be-a-Friend Ministry begins this month.  We have created a team of 
‘friends’ willing to visit our once-active church members who now have 
limitations (temporary or permanent) that have reduced their 
involvement in church.  They are known as the homebound or shut- 
ins, both of which are inadequate terms because they address a 
person’s limitations rather than their gifts.  Through Good Shepherd’s 
newly developing Be-a-Friend Ministry we honor their gifts while 
bringing to their home the nourishment they would have received at 
church through worship and learning, through offering a listening ear, 
holy communion, a recap of church news, one’s loving presence and 
more.  

Parents getting their children 
baptized are invited and encouraged 
to attend a brief introduction to the 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism.  Our 
introductory classes are offered the 
first Sunday of October - May from 

11:30-12:15 in Classroom 2.

Baptism Classes

Jesus lived with the awareness that God is doing something, right here and 
right now, and anybody can be a part of it.  Jesus didn’t come to simply 
give a new set of rules to live by, but to challenge listeners to search, to 
question, and to wrestle with what matters most.  Jesus inspired people, 

questioned their deeply held beliefs, provoked them when needed, 
comforted them, and invited them to be a part of God’s work in restoring 
creation.  Jesus started discussions about those things in life that matter 
most to God, and to us.  For Jesus, God is and always has been at work, 

inviting us to join in.   
 

Every Wednesday during Lent, beginning March 6 we will offer 
two worship services - 12:00pm and 6:30pm. 

An hour prior to both worship times, 
a simple Soup Meal will be served. 

 
During the season of Lent, we will review Rob Bell’s Nooma Series of 
short films that explore our world through the teachings of Jesus.   

Rob Bell is an American author, speaker and founder of Mars Hill Bible 
Church in Michigan, which he pastored until 2012 before speaking and 
writing full time.  His short films on Jesus’ teachings will prompt us to 

search, question and engage on what matters most.   
Please join the discussion. 



Lifelong Learning

Join a Ministry Team & Get Involved!

We are looking for volunteers to serve for one year (no more than 
three) on a Ministry Team that will help envision, plan and implement a 
variety of activities and opportunities for all of us at church to try.  Each 
team consists of 3-4 people serving alongside a council liaison, staff, 
and other team members.  The team will meet approximately once a 
month depending on what is planned.  If you are interested in learning 
more please contact Pastor Leesa or sign up on a Sunday morning. 
 
The Social Ministry Team will look at the many needs people have 
locally and globally.  They will work together to find ways Good 
Shepherd might reach out and serve to meet their needs. 
 
The Facilities Team will keep our newly renovated building looking 
beautiful and functional so members and community groups can use it 
to its fullest potential for years to come. 
 
The Adult Ministry Team will plan social and service events that 
provide friendship and camaraderie with folks from the church and in 
the neighborhood. 
 
The Younger Adult Ministry Team will consider and plan activities for 
singles, couples and parents who are in their 20's and 30's. 
 
The Care, Prayer & Support Team intentionally reaches out to show 
support and care for those in our church that are hurting, for whatever 
reason.  Ways may include prayer, Growing Through Loss grief series, 
card ministry and more. 
 
The Hospitality Team creates ways to warmly welcome into our 
church those who are visiting, interested in membership and are new 
to what we do. 
 
The InterGenerational Team envisions the best ways to make faith 
stick for children & youth and how to incorporate them into the life of 
the overall church through relationship-building with adults of all ages. 

The Year of Luke 
Bible Study 

Pastor Tommy’s Bible study is 
underway with Luke. Join us on the 

journey through this Gospel on 
Tuesdays @ 6:30pm and Thursdays 
@10am. It is the same bible study 

both sessions each week, so come to 
whichever one best fits your 

calendar. It is never too late to join! 
So even if you missed the beginning 
or even if you can only attend one or 

two sessions, we will be happy to 
have you along. So come, one come 
all, and hear how YOU are the one 

God is talking to in Luke. 

Pastor Tommy is also attending a 
group-led bible study under the 

leadership of Scott Campbell which 
is currently studying the Twelve 

Disciples and exploring our faith in 
relationship with their stories in 

scripture. 
We meet Thursdays at 7pm.  

Thursday Evening 
Bible Study

https://yogadevotion.com/class/centering-prayer-and-mala-bead-workshop-2/
https://yogadevotion.com/class/centering-prayer-and-mala-bead-workshop-2/


Community Building

Got Chili on your Mind? Boy do we have an across and down for you! 
Join us for Chili and Bingo for Neighbors, Inc. on Saturday, January 

26th from 5-8 pm. There will be many great bingo prizes donated by 
local businesses. The more you play, the more you support Neighbors, 
Inc. and local families in need. Come for all-you-can-eat chili for $6 ($3 
for 10 and under) and stay for bingo. Bingo will be played from 6-8 pm 
for $1 per card. All proceeds from the event go to Neighbors Inc. If you 

need child care or would like to volunteer, please sign up at the 
welcome center. Don’t forget to bring your family and friends.

Saturday, January 26 
from 5-8pm

Chili & Bingo 
for Neighbors 

 

Valentine Tea 
for all Ages

Sunday, February 10 
11:30-1:30pm 

All are welcome to join us for this 
wonderful Community Building 

and Sharing Our Blessings 
offering. Children & Youth will 
decorate the dining area and 
prepare “dainty” food to serve 
with “tea” to their families and 

guests from church. After 
enjoying this exquisite meal, 

participants will carpool to a local 
senior living center to sing old 

fashioned “Love” songs together 
with the residents. 

Prayer Pals in Lent
The great joy of our Prayer Pal ministry is that it provides an 
opportunity for stories to be shared.  We are given space to share our 
story, listen to others' stories, and see how we are all connected to 
God's story. 
 
We invite you back this Lent to continue to share your story with your 
Prayer Pal.  Similar to time together during Advent, we expect Prayer 
Pals to commit to worshipping together on Ash Wednesday + FOUR 
Wednesday Lent Worships.  We ask that youth, parents and Prayer 
Pals all attend worship together in lent. 
 
Worship will be from 6:30-7:15pm.  Prayer Pals will be given a 
discussion booklet after worship on Ash Wednesday.  Prayer Pals can 
choose to meet either before or after worship to discuss the booklet.  A 
soup dinner will be offered before worship starting at 5:30pm.   
Please take a look at the following Lenten dates and talk with your 
prayer pal about which four Wednesdays & Ash Wednesday you will 
attend: March 6, 13, 20, 27 and April 3, 10. 
 
We look forward to seeing you and your Prayer Pal together this Lenten 
season.  If you have any questions, please feel free to ask Pastor Leesa.

Sleepover  
for Grades 3, 4 & 5

Saturday, February 16 @ 7:00pm – 
Sunday, February 17 @10:15 

Children plus Youth and Adult 
helpers come for an overnight at 

Good Shepherd church. The event 
will include games, a “winter” 
movie, snacks and SLEEPING! 

Sunday morning they eat 
breakfast, attend 8:00 worship & 

9:15 Sunday†School in their 
pajamas! All Sunday†School are 

encouraged to wear their pajamas 
to Sunday†School class on this 

day to join the fun. 



Contributing our Blessings

A huge thanks from the bottom of our stockings to yours, and to 
everyone who helped with the Sock Drive to benefit Union Gospel 
Mission. We collectively donated 683 pairs of socks! Your generosity 
has truly made a difference. 
 
Our Mission Trip youth also prepared for and delivered to Union 
Gospel Mission 250 sandwiches on Sunday, January 13.

Union Gospel Mission Support

"Buy Stock" 
in our 2019 Mission Trip

As we prepare for the summer mission trip to Chicago, the 9-12th 
graders have been busy brainstorming ideas for our Stockholder 
Fundraising Event. As we know, service trips can be expensive, 
along with your thoughts and prayers, we would appreciate your 
financial contributions. You can help support the trip by buying a 
“stock certificate” after church on February 10th, 17th, and 24th. 
 
When you buy stock in the mission trip, you will be invited to the 
August 11th Stockholder Appreciation Event to see pictures, share 
snacks, and hear firsthand stories about the lives that we touched 
during our time in Chicago! 
 
To show our gratitude for your donation, we also want to share 
with you a gift from the group: 
$10 =       Invite to the August 11th Appreciation Event 
$25 =       Invite to the August 11th Appreciation Event, 
                 Postcard from Chicago 
$50 =       Invite to the August 11th Appreciation Event, 
                 Postcard from Chicago, 
                 Signed picture from the Mission Trip Group 
$100+ =   Invite to the August 11th Appreciation Event, 
                Postcard from Chicago, 
                Signed picture from the Mission Trip Group 
                Homemade cookies from the Mission Trip Group

 
Sunday, March 3 

11:30-1:30pm 
This will be our second year of 

having an All-Church talent show 
comprised of people sharing a 

variety of gifts and talents such as 
singing, playing musical 

instruments as well as visual arts 
of painting, drawings and 

needlecraft etc. Tacos and ice 
cream will be served to enjoy as 

well. Admission will be a food 
donation for Neighbors, Inc. 

Talent & Tacos Event 
for All Ages and 
 Neighbors, Inc!

Looking ahead, we are all 
gearing up for Minnesota Food 

Share in March. We’ve got 
some great fun and lots of 

exciting ideas in the mix as we 
are planning creative ways to 

help us rally together and feed 
those who are hungry. So keep 

an ear to the ground for the 
many good things yet to come!



Contributing Our Blessings

Mission Trip Moments from Flathead, Montana

     When I first arrived at the Indian Reservation I noticed it wasn't like I expected.  Poverty didn't pop out in the 
area, it didn't seem like there was a lot of drug use.  We didn't see anything like teen pregnancy.  With that said, 
the first few days I didn't feel needed in Montana yet later I found out we were really impacting peoples lives.  
On Monday we went to Flathead Industries which is like a thrift store.  We helped stock products, clean water 
bottles and dust their furniture.  The people who worked there said we saved them a week's worth of work in 
just those two hours.  I was very glad to help a place like this.  On Tuesday we went to United Way which is a 
non-profit organization.  We helped move desks throughout the building, build table carts, take apart street 
lights and even paint a hallway.  The workers there were so sweet & thankful for all the time we saved them.  On 
Wednesday we went into the reservation and visited a place to learn more about Indian culture.  We played 
double ball and shinny which were very fun games they play on the reservation.  We went through a museum to 
learn about what clothes they wear, where they sleep and how they hunt.  After that, my group went to a Boys 
and Girls Club in Polson, MT which was located on the reserve.  The kids didn't seem like they had a rough life 
and I kind of felt unneeded there.  On Thursday we went back to the Boys and Girls Club where I met a little boy 
named Johnny who is 7.  He is a very happy kid who was also a little autistic.  He would hug me at random times 
throughout the day and tell me he would miss me when I leave.  His presence overall touched my heart.  He 
seemed like he had a really good home life with his mom, dad and older sister.  He opened up to me by saying 
he's been bullied by other kids but he knew they were just jealous of him and I can see why.  He did things like 
carry our backpacks, draw us pictures and even pull chairs out for us to sit down.  He told us he would write 
about us in his notebook so he will never forget us.  Other kids there had problems with their parents, had a 
death of a sibling, or just a bad past which I did not.  I'm very grateful I got to meet so many nice kids on this 
mission trip and I hope I touched their life like they touched mine.   
      The nature in Montana was one of my highlights on this trip.  There were lots of mountains, deer and 
weather that was either sunny or rainy.  I saw God through the nature because I noticed what a beautiful world 
He created for us.  Overall the trip in Flathead was a very good experience and I grew in my faith and as a 
person overall.  ~ Makayla Leko

My experience in Flathead is one I won't forget. One thing I learned from this trip was the importance of 
teamwork.  Once we began working, it was clear how big of a difference we were making.  Many of the 
people that we helped mentioned how the work that our group accomplished in only a few hours would 
have taken them several weeks to accomplish.  One thing I learned about myself is that I can live without 
social media.  Not being able to use our phones was one thing I was concerned about, but once a few days 
passed I enjoyed taking a break from it.  I saw God prominently throughout the community.  I got a strong 
sense of unity between everyone we encountered, and even with the levels of poverty, the kids at the Boys 
and Girls Club were able to have full meals and a space to play.  Because of this, I also saw God in the project 
organizers and staff members who were making a change but were also in need of help.  I want to 
remember this sense of unity that I felt as well as the impact that we had on the community as a team.  
Some challenges I faced were getting to know other people in our group, but once I did I got to see God in a 
lot of them.  Another challenge I faced was continuing to work efficiently  after getting tired.  With working 
the construction job, there was a lot of physical labor that we had to do, but to me it was more than worth it 
to accomplish and know how it was going to help this amazing community.  ~ Kyle Swearingen



 
Summer Camp 

 
June 16-21 

 
 Camp Wapo & Ox Lake 
 
 

"Claimed... Wildly Loved by God!"


