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We are a congregation on the move!  Have you seen how many people are staying for coffee and
conversation following worship?  Have you noticed every generation is finding a table?
 
We envision a church where we are building an intergenerational community through Christ-centered
relationships!  We are creating community in a variety of ways and settings - through bingo and chili, prayer
pals, contributing to our neighbors (including Neighbors Inc.), being-a-friend to the homebound, mission trips
and camp, Bible studies, confirmation and Sunday School, Jubilee Sundays, two Lenten worship services a
week, Wednesday night worship at 6:30 all year, partnering with the Huruma Centre in Tanzania, Oktoberfest
and more and more.  These ministries and many others like them are making a difference as we grow in
numbers and in spirit Together on the Journey Sharing God's Love!
 
Thank you for your support through participation as well as your generous monetary donations.  In January
at our annual meeting, when you voted unanimously on our 2019 budget, you pledged to give your monetary
support.  Sometimes we fail to make the connection between building a Christ-centered, intergenerational
community and the need for money to make it happen.  It takes your participation and your monetary
resources to foster community and to ensure our mission is sustainable.
 
The last couple of years we discussed, and you voted to support, our taking a leap of faith with our budget. 
 We have added a mortgage payment for a building remodel which is allowing us to enjoy things like coffee
hour and community building activities, learn in larger classrooms, host outside groups and better use
technology.  Plus, we added an Associate Pastor and a salary which is beefing up our ministry to adults,
including faith learning opportunities, in addition to increasing our understanding of serving the world. 
We have committed to regularly contributing God's blessings through benevolence to local and global
neighbors so your giving is helping others.  And we are always finding new and exciting programmatic and
worship opportunities to ensure that we are making room for every generation around the table.  It is
happening and it is exciting!  We need, though, your continual monetary support to sustain it and grow 
it further.
 
The church council and the staff continue to exercise fiscal responsibility.  We promise to review our income
and our expenses each month and make appropriate adjustments when needed.  We promise to be
transparent.  We ask you to continue to contribute your gifts of money and even ask you to consider
increasing them so we can continue to ensure our mission unfolds.  Every gift matters!  Every gift makes a
difference!
 
Thank you for all you share in support of our mission and ministry.  God's love is palpable on Sunday
mornings, Wednesday evenings, and every gathering in between.  From our prayer shawl knitters to our
choirs, from our kids to our seniors, there is much to celebrate.  We are growing Together on the Journey
Sharing God's Love through your participation and your gifts.  Thank you!
 
Peace, Pastor Leesa
 

Thank You for Generously Giving!

http://goodshepherdigh.com/


Baptisms

News for the Journey

The church building is open during the following times:
Monday - Friday from 8:00am to 4:00pm (office hours) and Wednesday
evenings from 4:00pm to 8:00pm.  If you or a community guest needs
to reserve room space or needs access to the building at other times,
please contact the church office during office hours to make
arrangements.   

 Summer Church Building  & Office Hours

Staff Emails
Pastor Leesa 
Pastor Tommy
Pastor Jerry
Andrea Swainey
Karen Davis
Bobbie Radi
Lisa Langton

pastorleesa@goodshepherdigh.com
pastortommy@goodshepherdigh.com
pastorjerry@goodshepherdigh.com
admin@goodshepherdigh.com
children@goodshepherdigh.com
children@goodshepherdigh.com
music@goodshepherdigh.com

MISSION
Whether one's feet are big or small, 
fresh or worn, running or crawling, 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is

Together on the Journey,
Sharing God's Love

 
VISION

Good Shepherd is committed to 
providing a Christ-centered, 

relationship-building, 
intergenerational community.

 
VALUES

Creating grace-filled, 
actionable worship

Nurturing life-long learning
Contributing God's blessings to others

 

Taylor Anne Gear
Child of 

Tiffany & Robert Gear
 

Isaac John Snodgrass
Child of 

Caroline & Edward Snodgrass
 
 

New Members Received
We are Together on the Journey Sharing God's Love having welcomed
the following new members to Good Shepherd on Sunday, April 28.

 
Christopher Andrews

Loralee Bailey
Kim Baker

Donald & Caroline Besky
Erica & Jeremy Clark, Elliot & Ella

Katie Gerten
Julie & Craig Johnson, Addison

Bonnie Penn
Pastor Tommy Richter & Ann Stromgren
Travis & Kathryn Rieck, Emma & Carson

Kati & Dane Rolloff
Kathy & Dale Scott

David & Theres Strandquist
 



Grace-Filled, Actionable Worship

Childcare During
Summer Worship

Sunday, June 9 
8:30am Worship

There are 30 youth and adults
leaving to serve on the south side
of Chicago.  Join us in worship to
bless their endeavors and give

them a sending that reminds them
we are with them 

Together on the Journey!

Blessing of 
Mission Trip 
Participants

Starting on May 26, childcare will
be provided during summer

worship services on both Sunday
mornings and Wednesday

evenings.  At Good Shepherd we
welcome children of all ages as

important participants in worship
and recommend attending

services as often as possible with
their key adults.  However, our

Childcare Team will be available to
provide a loving, caring, safe and

fun environment for children 
6 weeks - 5 years of age who need
more room to wiggle than what we

can provide in the sanctuary. 

Beginning May 26
 

Sunday Worship
8:30am - Traditional 
10:00am - Blended 

 
Wednesday Worship

6:30pm - Blended

We, at the church, know that time spent outdoors in Minnesota
is important.  Each moment splashing in the water and
smelling the fresh scent of flowers is precious.  Take the time!!  We 
are here when you return and hope you will take advantage of our 
Wednesday evening Worship service at 6:30 p.m. which is just like 
Sunday!  As you enjoy your lake homes, cabins and vacations away, 
consider the following options for giving to the church which assists 
us in managing cash flow during these busy summer months:
 
•Consider making a gift that would be the equivalent of June, July 
and August in one gift.  Then head out into God's creation   
for worship and recreation.  
•Consider signing up for a reoccurring gift electronically
on our website with your credit or debit card and build up some 
points for your winter or spring break vacations.  
 
However you decide to make your gifts this summer, the church is 
grateful.  Your gifts matter!  They help us inspire faith through camp
and Vacation Bible School.  They help love our neighbor as
we serve summer meals to neighborhood kids in need.  They 
help provide community building opportunities among us as we 
prepare to go out and serve.  Thank you for all you share!  We are 
blessed because of your response to God’s call to share the love of 
Jesus.  THANK YOU!

Summer Giving
Opportunities



Lifelong Learning 

Vacation Bible School
June 10 - June 13
Amazing Space!

God’s Amazing Grace,
God’s Amazing Son

& the Amazing Spaces
that God has provided us!

 
"For God did not send God's Son

into the world 
to judge the world, but to save the

world." ~John 3:17
 

Morning VBS is 9am-12pm for
Ages 3.5 to Grade 5

Afternoon VBS is 12-4pm for
Grades K-5

 
Cost: $40 per child half a day, $75

per child full day. 
 

Flyers can be picked up behind
the InterGen desk.  More

information & registration is
available on our website.  Our

donation list for projects includes:
large bubble wrap, empty 2-liter

soda bottles, long cardboard
tubes (from paper towels or

wrapping paper), 1/2 inch x 1 foot
PVC pipes.  See Karen Davis with

questions or for more details.

Summer Camp for Children & Youth
June 16 - 21

A few things to know:

Arrive to church at 2:00 on Sunday, June 16 to load buses.             
 (A generous donation was made to offset the bus payment.  Your
ride is free!)
Packing Lists and Information Packets can be found at
www.campwapo.org.  Be sure to choose the one for the camp you
are attending.
If you are bringing medication, parents are to send the exact
amount necessary for the week and no more.  Please count out the
exact number of pills, etc.
Providing your child with canteen money online vs in cash is
easiest and most secure.  At the end of the week, you will be
refunded the amount not used.  We recommend $30 per child.
Parents pick up children and youth at the camp on Friday at
11:00am when we share in a closing worship program.  We
recommend carpooling.

Wapo Seeds Campers should follow the above guidelines for
medications & canteen.  Suggested Canteen money for this weekend
camp is $20.  Parents are responsible for providing transportation to
and from camp.  The festivities begin on Friday, June 14 with
registration from 3:00-4:00 in the Cross-Fire Chapel.  Families and
friends should plan on attending 12:00 closing worship on Sunday,
June 16 and bringing their child home afterward.

Vacation Bible School Fieldtrips

For our Afternoon VBS for Grades K-5 we have some amazing field
trips planned.  On Monday we will be observing stars at the Como
Elementary Planetarium, Tuesday we will set out for a hike to explore
nature around IGH, Wednesday we will be visiting children at Emma’s
Place in Maplewood to work on special projects together and
Thursday will be a recreational trip to Lake Elmo Lake Park Reserve.



Contributing our Blessings

Thank you parents,
grandparents, youth, children

and congregation members for
being Together on the Journey

with us as participants,
volunteers and supporters in

our InterGen programs.  It has
been an amazing year of faith

growth, fun, relationship
building and service to others. 

 
A special thank you to our 40+
adult and youth Guides for a

successful year of Sharing God's
Love in children and youth
ministry.  YOU have been

awesome members of our
team.  We have enjoyed having
you and your gifts displayed in

so many wonderful ways.

Partnering with the Neighbor's Inc Summer Meals program, which
serves free breakfast and lunch to kids from families that are struggling

to make ends meet after the school year is over, Good Shepherd has
adopted Kaposia Elementary School for the week of July 22-25.  So

we're looking for volunteers to help serve food!  We need two people
for breakfast (8:15-9:15) and two people for lunch (11:30-12:30)

Monday through Thursday that week (up to four people a day).  So grab
your hair nets, check your calendars, and stop by the Welcome Center

to claim shifts now!  If you are not available the week we are
sponsoring as a church, you can also check out neighborsmn.org for

more opportunities to help this summer.

 
Neighbor's Inc
Summer Meals

Program
July 22-25

 
Thank You!
Thank You!

 
Hands On Twin Cities

The snow and cold are mere memories, and have been replaced with
long days full of sunshine. We all enjoy the power and warmth of
sunshine.  But did you know that you have the power and warmth to
bring sunshine to others?  Volunteering is a great way to spread
warmth and sunshine to others.  To brighten the most dreary day of
another, with your love and attention.  There are many ways you can
get involved and Hands On Twin Cities
(https://www.handsontwincities.org/)  is a great place to start.  Their
website offers a comprehensive data base of local volunteer
opportunities throughout the Twin Cities.  You can filter by location,
age, and interest, just to name a few.  So what are you waiting for?  Be
the sunshine in someone else's life - volunteer TODAY!

Mission Trip 
Parent Meeting

Sunday, June 9 @ 11:00am
Participants and parents are

required to attend this
information meeting

regarding our trip to Chicago
June 23-20.  At this meeting,

you will learn details
regarding our itinerary, what

to pack and other items to
help you prepare.



Contributing Our Blessings

Mission Trip Moments from Flathead, Montana

This year on our Mission Trip we spent a week in Montana at Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp and it was an
incredible experience that I'll never forget.  Through all the work we did this past week, I know I am changed
for the better.  We started the week off with a very long train ride and I was kind of unsure on how the week
was going to pan out.  Especially when we got to camp and had to drag our suitcases up and down many
hills.  Then Monday rolled around and we were doing some camp activities in the morning and I was still
questioning the week to come.  But we did go to a thrift store to help organize it and we ended up doing a
weeks worth of work in a couple of hours which was cool.  So my mind became a little more open.  Tuesday
came and we ended up going to United Way, which was an old strip mall, to help with any projects they
needed assistance with.  My group was put on the job of taking apart street lamps.  It was really hard in the
beginning and we needed Matthew's, one of our counselors, help a lot.  However, as they day went on we
were getting really good at it and were working as a team.  That was actually one of my favorite experiences
out of the entire trip because it brought our group so much closer together.  And it also taught me to
persevere even when I thought I couldn't do the project.  Then it was the middle of the week, Wednesday.
This day we started our work at the Boys and Girls Club on the Flathead Indian Reservation.  There, I went to
the Teen Center and got to meet some really cool kids.  We played some games with them, like tag and
basketball.  And it was cool to hear some of their stories.  Also, throughout the week, we did a lot of fun
camp activities like archery, swimming, boating, and hiking which was a fun way to develop new
relationships with the group and counselors.  Wednesday night we hiked to the top of the mountain and had
Bible study there.  It was so beautiful to see God's creation and I felt like He was there with me.  Anyways, on
Thursday, which was our last day of service work, we went back to the same Boys and Girls Club.  This time, I
got to spend some time with the little kids.  I ended up meeting this little girl name Janie who became
attached to my hip.  It was so cool to see such a happy kid and I felt like God's light was shining through her.
Then I got to spend more time with the teens and by the end of the day they were my peers and not people I
was there to serve.  Overall this week made me challenge myself to not be so closed minded and to look at
the world with open eyes, because you never know what's going to get thrown your way.  It also helped me
realize that God is always there for you, even when you think He's not.  He may not be in the most obvious
place but He is indeed there.  So those are just a few of the things I will take away from my experiences on
this trip.  Along with all the laughs, friendships, and memories made while being in Flathead, Montana.  It
was truly a life changing experience.  
~Kate Herrera



 
Summer Worship

 
Begins May 26

 Sundays
 

8:30am - Traditional
 

10:00am - Blended
 
 Wednesdays
 

6:30pm - Blended
 


