
January/February 2020

7600 Cahill Avenue, Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076       goodshepherdigh.com

We are Together on the Journey, Sharing God's Love and you are living this reality with beauty and grace in every
aspect of our ministry, but more than anything else in the manner in which you respond to the call to Contribute
God's Blessings to others through your generous giving of time, talents, and resources.  Look at what you have
contributed in 2019:

To Neighbors Inc you contributed 940 pounds of food, $9,940, 100 hours of volunteer time serving breakfast to
kids this summer and  packing food.
To Meals on Wheels you donated $500 plus countless volunteer hours bringing meals and caring for recipients.
To our Homebound you shared love and kindness with every monthly visit and card written.
To Friends at the Huruma Centre in Tanzania, our ministry partners, you provided $1200 to help 5 youth go to
secondary school and learn a trade, but on top of this our children and youth donated $500 in coins for school
supplies.  Plus we made, blessed and sent to the youth we sponsor five quilts.
To those who grieve the death of a loved one you send cards, knit prayer shawls and spend countless hours in
the kitchen preparing and serving meals of the funeral receptions.
You open the church doors for AA groups, Boy Scout groups and Growing Through Loss Participants.
To those on the southside of Chicago you sent 30 high school youth and adults to provide food and friendship to
those experiencing food and housing insecurity during the annual summer mission trip.  Plus, you empowered
our young people to connect their faith to real life service opportunities.
To the Union Gospel Mission we made and delivered 250 sandwiches to provide lunch to hungry men who are
sent to the streets during the day.
To children overseas in faraway places 200 Operation Christmas Child boxes were filled with goodies and a
whole lot of love to bring Christmas joy.
To the mission and ministry of the larger church you contributed $28,550 which the Saint Paul Area Synod uses
to fund Lutheran colleges and seminaries, mission starts, Lutheran World Relief, young adult initiatives and
more.
To research treatment for dementia, in honor of my husband Al, you donated $2,500.
To  Emma Norton Residence our children and youth from Vacation Bible School brought 100+ art supplies. 
 When they delivered the supplies, they stayed to make crafts and play with the children at the center.
To respond to those devastated by summer tornados in the south you gave $500 to Lutheran Disaster
Response.
"God's Work Our Hands" Sunday you made it possible to give to Second Harvest Heartland $100, book marks to
Inver Glen Library, 14 bikes and 2 scooters to Minnesota Recyclery and 35 t-shirt bags to the food shelf.

651.451.6225

I could go on, but will refrain, so you might take into account the incredible ministry you are engaged in that helps
our neighbors near and far.  I applaud you for understanding that according to Jesus, "Neighbor" on the Journey
means "anyone in need".  Thank you for contributing your blessings to meet the need!  
   

It is a privilege to be on the Journey with you!
Peace, Pastor Leesa.

http://goodshepherdigh.com/
http://goodshepherdigh.com/


Baptism

News for the Journey

The church building is open during the following times: Monday -
Friday from 8:00am to 4:00pm (office hours) and Tuesday, Wednesday
& Thursday evenings from 4:00pm to 8:00pm.  If you or a community
guest needs to reserve room space or needs access to the building at
other times, please contact the church office during office hours to
make arrangements. 

Church Building  & Office Hours

Whether one's feet are big or small,
fresh or worn, running or crawling, 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is

Together on the Journey,
Sharing God's Love

Clarence Charles Rolloff
Child of 

Kati & Dane Rolloff

Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 26

11:00am

Please join us for our annual
business meeting of the church

where you will receive highlights of
2019 and visions for 2020.  Annual

reports will be available at the
Welcome Center on January 19.

We are excited to have our children, parents, guides and church try on
a new model of faith learning (Sunday school) that will include both
classroom and sanctuary time.  We will have a trial period to
experience and evaluate the new model from December 1-March 29.
 All learning for children, whether it is in the classroom or sanctuary
will have the same theme.  What is really awesome, while children are
learning the theme in the classroom, adults are learning and
experiencing the same theme and Bible story in worship.  When the
children arrive to the sanctuary after the sermon, the same theme
continues so that everyone hears the same message.  This is beneficial
in that it can provide you with what we call “car chat conversations”
and the opportunity during the week to make worship actionable.  
Each week, in the worship bulletin, there will be a Car Chat Corner that
will assist your faith conversations and actionable worship with your
child.  Finally, we are incorporating an optional music time for children
who want to come early to learn songs and have extra movement. 
 

 9:30 Optional Music Time
9:45 Classroom Time with Guides

10:10 Sanctuary Time for more learning 
with parents and other worshippers.

 

For those who want to learn more, there is a question/answer sheet at
the Welcome Desk

Trial Period has begun for
New Model for Learning for K-5 Grade

Colleen Kuehnast, Age 81
Lamayra Olson, Age 83

Funerals



We are looking for volunteers to serve for one year (no more than
three) on a Ministry Team that will help envision, plan and implement a
variety of activities and opportunities for all of us at church to try.  Each
team consists of 3-4 people serving alongside a council liaison, staff,
and other team members.  The team will meet approximately once a
month depending on what is planned.  If you are interested in learning
more please contact Pastor Leesa or sign up on a Sunday morning.
 
The Social Ministry Team will look at the many needs people have
locally and globally.  They will work together to find ways Good
Shepherd might reach out and serve to meet their needs.
 
The Facilities Team will keep our newly renovated building looking
beautiful and functional so members and community groups can use it
to its fullest potential for years to come.
 
The Adult Ministry Team will plan social and service events that
provide friendship and camaraderie with folks from the church and in
the neighborhood.
 
The Younger Adult Ministry Team will consider and plan activities for
singles, couples and parents who are in their 20's and 30's.
 
The Care, Prayer & Support Team intentionally reaches out to show
support and care for those in our church that are hurting, for whatever
reason.  Ways may include prayer, Growing Through Loss grief series,
card ministry and more.
 
The Hospitality Team creates ways to warmly welcome into our
church those who are visiting, interested in membership and are new
to what we do.
 
The InterGenerational Team envisions the best ways to make faith
stick for children & youth and how to incorporate them into the life of
the overall church through relationship-building with adults of all ages.

Lifelong Learning

Bible Studies Resume

We hope you are all enjoying a
long winter's rest so that you can

come refreshed to learn in the new
year!  Adult Education classes have

resumed.  We will continue our
journey through the Gospel of

John, which meets Thursdays at
10:00am.  On Wednesday evenings

there is a faith-sharing class at
5:30pm before worship, and a

study of the Book of Revelation
after worship around 7:00pm.

Baptism Classes
Parents getting their children

baptized are invited and
encouraged to attend a brief

introduction to the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism.  Our introductory

classes are offered the first
Sunday of October - May from

10:45-11:30 in Classroom 2.

Join a Ministry Team & Get Involved!



Community Building

Got Chili on your mind?  Boy do we
have an across and down for you! 

 Join us for Chili and Bingo for
Neighbors Inc.  

Chili & Bingo
Saturday, January 25

5:00 - 8:00pm

There will be many great bingo prizes donated by local businesses. more
you play, the more you support Neighbors Inc and local families in need. 

 Come for all-you-can-eat chili for $6 ($3 for 10 and under) and stay for
bingo.  Bingo will be played from 6:00-8:00pm for $1 per card.  All

proceeds from the event go to Neighbors inc.  If you need child care or
would like to volunteer, please sign up at the Welcome Center.  Don't

forget to bring your family and friends!

Pajama Night @ Church 
for Grades 3-5

Saturday, February 15
5:00-9:00

Children in grades 3, 4 & 5 plus
Youth and Adult helpers come to

Good Shepherd on President's Day
weekend for an evening of fun and

building community.  The event
will include pizza, games, and a

winter movie.  On Sunday morning
children of all grades are

encouraged to attend 9:45 Sunday
School and Sanctuary time in their

pajamas for Pajama Sunday!

"Buy Stock" in our 2020 Mission Trip
Care Kits

We are collecting non-perishable
snack items, warm adult men's

socks and hand warmers to build
Care Kits for handing out to people
who are homeless or in need this

winter.  If you would like to donate,
please look for the large

rubbermaid containers in church. 
 Supplies to make the Care Kits
must be collected by Sunday,
February 2nd.  We will then

assemble the Care Kits in February
to take (one per family) and stow
in your cars or wherever they will
be accessible to hand out when
you see people in need on your

commute or out and about. 
 Thanks for your generosity!

As we prepare for the summer mission trip to Rapid City, South Dakota, the
9-12th graders have been busy brainstorming for our Stockholder

Fundraising Event.  As we know, service trips can be expensive, along with
your thoughts and prayers, we would appreciate your financial

contributions.  You can help support the trip by buying a "stock certificate"
after church on February 9, 16 and 23.

 
When you buy stock in the mission trip, you will be invited to the July 12
Stockholder Appreciation Event to see pictures, share snacks, and hear

firsthand stories about the lives that we touched during our trip.

$10 =       Invite to the July 12th Appreciation Event
$25 =       Invite to the July 12th Appreciation Event, 

       Postcard from South Dakota
$50 =       Invite to the July 12th Appreciation Event,

       Postcard from South Dakota
       Signed picture from the Mission Trip Group

$100 =     Invite to the July 12th Appreciation Event,
  Postcard from South Dakota  

                 Signed picture from the Mission Trip Group
                 Homemade cookies from the Mission Trip Group



Contributing Our Blessings

Mission Trip Moments from Chicago, IL
     My thoughts on the Chicago Mission Trip was that it opened up my eyes to the world and the fact that poverty
and violence in the Southside of Chicago is actually full of God, love and hope.
     First, after a long drive to Chicago and even longer time being stuck in traffic, we show up to this really old
church in the middle of Canaryville.  It was odd to see so many people who were hopeful and working for the
same goal as me.  We spent our nights on the floor (which I am currently writing on) in the gym of the church. 
 Then the next day, our group went to the Salvation Army where homeless people stayed.  Me and three others in
my group helped in the kitchen, and helped unload toys and clothes from bags.  When we ate lunch I was
surprised how cheerful and hopeful the people were when talking to us.  That night we went to listen to a
speaker, and what the speaker was saying opened up my eyes about how sin and God works, and how come a 
 community can be poorer because of actions by themselves and others.
     Second, our group worked at the church for the food pantry they had.  There was so much food, which made
me understand how many poor people live in this area that don't have access to basic things like food which I
took for granted.  I met with volunteers that do this every week, which shows me that we can do this anywhere
and that God still can influence people's lives to serve, even if they are older.  I was excited and nervous to meet
people who were struggling in their own lives.  After that day I understood that we don't have to only do service
for God on the Mission Trip, we can still help our community back at our own homes and cities.
     Finally, the final thing that I will remember is Friday, our fun day.  We went all around Chicago and had fun. 
 But I will always remember that all the stadiums and landmarks aren't Chicago.  The people there try to make
the world better through God.  Which is something I want to do as I get closer to my home.
     In conclusion, the things I will remember aren't the stereotypes of Chicago, its the people who try to make it
better by giving God, hope and love to others.  ~ Ian Anich

Michael's story inspired me a lot.  It was surprising to hear how he never gave up and he kept fighting trying to
make his community better.  I learned many things about myself on this story like how I want to help people.  I
worked really hard at Eden's Place.  We were able to plant new plants and clear out a lot of weeds.  I learned this
week that God pushes you to do your best.  Michael told me to never give up and keep helping the community
because it helps them alot.  I was surprised about the people in the community.  It was a rough area and I
thought that it was going to be bad but it wasn't.  The people were very loving and appreciative.  They wanted to
make their community better and that was really cool to see what they did for their community.  When I get
home I'm going to pray for Michael and his business.  Crops weren't that good this year because of the rain but
we worked really hard and it looks like his business will do goo.  I am really happy that we got to help Michael and
his garden.  After this trip I am alot more grateful for what I have.  I took everything for granted but now I see
what other people have and how they are struggling and it makes me really sad.  A lot of people don't have what
we have.  All of us can help the community at home like we did in Chicago.  There are a bunch of people in need
of stuff and we can help them.  I personally will try my best to help more and be more active in service work
around the community.  Chicago changed my life a lot.  Now I see what others are going hrough.  ~ Jacob Leko



 
Sunday Worship

 
8:30 & 9:45am 

Sunday School @ 9:45
 
 

Wednesday Worship
 

6:30pm
 
 

Together on the Journey
 

Sharing God's Love


