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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

GREETING
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism

L.  Welcome in the name of the holy Trinity, one God whose mercy endures forever.
C. Amen.

SONG “Lift High the Cross”
Refrain: Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore his sacred name.

Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, our king victorious, Christ, the Son
of God. Refrain

All newborn servants of the Crucified bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
Refrain

0 Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.
Refrain

So shall our song of triumph ever be: praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
L. Letus confess our sin to God, trusting in God’s unfailing compassion.

Silence for reflection
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Compassionate God,
C. we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’'s name we pray,
Amen.
L. Jesus says, “Come to me,
all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,
and [ will give you rest.”
In the name of God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.
C. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE “What a Beautiful Name it is”

You were the Word at the beginning, one with God the Lord Most High. Your hidden
glory in creation now revealed in you, our Christ. What a beautiful name it is. Whata
beautiful name it is. The name of Jesus Christ my king. What a beautiful name it is.
Nothing compares to this. What a beautiful name it is. The name of Jesus.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

L. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
is with you all.

C. And also with you.

L. Letus pray together,

C. 0 God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of
the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give
us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

(Those who are able, please stand)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me. Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me.

BIBLE READING Matthew 16:13-18

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he had to go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things from the elders, chief priests, and legal experts, and that he had to be killed
and raised on the third day. Then Peter took hold of Jesus and, scolding him, began to
correct him: “God forbid, Lord! This won’t happen to you.” But he turned to Peter and
said, “Get behind me, Satan. You are a stone that could make me stumble, for you are not
thinking God’s thoughts but human thoughts.”

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “All who want to come after me must say no to themselves,
take up their cross, and follow me. All who want to save their lives will lose them. But all
who lose their lives because of me will find them. Why would people gain the whole world
but lose their lives? What will people give in exchange for their lives? For the Son of Man is
about to come with the majesty of his Father with his angels. And then he will repay each
one for what that person has done. I assure you that some standing here won'’t die before
they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

L. The Word of the Lord,
C. Thanks be to God.

(Please be seated)
MESSAGE Pastor Courtney Steitz

SONG “All Hail King Jesus”
There was a moment when the lights went out, when death had claimed its victory.
The King of Love had given up his life. The darkest day in history.

There on a cross they made for sinners, for every curse His blood atoned. One final
breath and it was finished, but not the end we could have known.

For the earth began to shake and the veil was torn. What a sacrifice was made as the
heavens roared.

All hail King Jesus. All hail the Lord of Heaven and earth. All hail King Jesus. All hail
the Savior of the world.



There was a moment when the sky lit up, a flash of light breaking through. When all
was lost He crossed eternity. The King of life was on the move.

For in a dark, cold tomb where our Lord was laid. One miraculous breath, and we're
forever changed.

All hail King Jesus. All hail the Lord of Heaven and earth. All hail King Jesus. All hail
the Savior of the world.

So let every knee, come bow before the King of Kings. Let every tongue, confess that
He is Lord. Lift up your shout, let us join with all of Heaven. Singing Holy, singing
Holy. Singing Holy, singing Holy.

All hail King Jesus. All hail the Lord of Heaven and earth. All hail King Jesus. All hail
the Savior of the world.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
You are invited to sing the prayer song before and after the prayer petitions

The Spirit intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words to express oh, oh, oh.
The Spirit intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words to express oh, oh, oh.

OFFERING RECEIVED

(Those who are able, please stand)

OFFERING SONG “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heav’'nly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

HOLY COMMUNION



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
Special Music

SONG “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”
In the cross of Christ I glory, tow'ring o’er the wrecks of time. All the light of sacred
story gathers round its head sublime.

When the woes of life o’er-take me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy, never shall the
cross forsake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy.

When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way, from the cross the
radiance streaming adds more luster to the day.

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the cross are sanctified; peace is there that
knows no measure, joys that through all time abide.

COMMUNION BLESSING

COMMUNION PRAYER

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share
your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
L. Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
C. Amen.

SONG “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”

Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing, the people of God from this
dwelling take leave. The supper has ended. Oh, now be extended the fruits of this
service in all who believe. The seed of Christ’s teaching, receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all. Your grace shall incite us, your love shall
unite us to work for your kingdom and answer your call.

SENDING
L. Hope is alive.

Go and share the Good News.
C. We will! Thanks be to God.



POSTLUDE

This Week Please Pray for:

Members

Cole Steele, waiting for kidney transplant/dialysis

Randy Sell, cancer

Josh Karels, recovering after liver transplant

Angie Huizel and her family, grieving the death of her father Robert DeGrote
Brad Campbell, grieving the death of his brother Bruce

Family and Friends of members
Kristy Keller, cancer, cousin-in-law of Greg Rettinger



